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The beauty of this memoir is its clear, concise narrative and the fact that the heroine is a young, first-grade girl.
A simple, straight-forward mix of testimonials and historical events make it accessible to young readers. This
photo essay features a collection black and white photographs that document the events of desegregation in
New Orleans in 1960, and serve as a pictorial account of this young girl’s place in American history. This
memoir not only discusses the “facts” of the events, but chronicles this young girl’s feelings and emotions as
she is pushed into the national spotlight during such a volatile time.
Since Ruby Bridges is the founder of the “Ruby Bridges Educational Foundation” and lectures at schools and
universities all over the U.S., and since this is her personal account of the events in 1960 when she attended
elementary school, she is an authority on her subject.
The organization of this autobiography is chronological, and the author enumerates by
use of primary texts throughout. She “begins with the familiar” by showing on the
cover (and on the first page of the book) a picture of herself as a smiling, young, fiveyear-old child. This would immediately attract a young audience, and children would
see that “Hey! This is a book about a child, like me!”. She then moves into an historical
account of her life. Like other photo essays, the book combines photographs and text to
“give the readers a ‘you are there’ sense” (Horning 33).
The book contains white space between the text lines, and the typography is appropriate for young readers.
Since the font size is much larger than the font of adult book, this book would be attractive to younger readers,
especially with the clean, white space between the double-spaced lines of text. Italics are used in text boxes to
differentiate between Bridges’ story and the informative captions and primary source documents. The design is
clean, clear, and consistent, and the writing style is simple and informative.
This book would serve well as a read-aloud book, and would generate a host of questions and responses during
a class wide discussion. It could also serve as an introductory book to a unit on the Civil Rights Movement,
using a K-W-L chart (What I Know, What I Want to Know, What I Learned, described by Harvey) and would
facilitate mini-research projects (Harvey 27-30).
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